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Marx’s “Citoyenromantik”: A Critical Rereading

of On the Jewish Question

Fang Bo
( Department of Philosophy Peking University Beijing 100871 China)

Abstract: The political emancipation demonstrated by Karl Marx in his On the Jewish Question( {

)) was actually based on a theoretical fiction which was the separation of political state as a universal
domain from civil society. This separation was a theoretical construction made by Hegel to realize the universal
political ideal in a republicanist sense instead of a proper description of the modern state. But Marx rejected
Hegel’ s institutional design which was intended to reach this goal and adopted this separation as a premise to
demonstrate political emancipation. Marx * s ultimate goal was to repudiate and transcend political
emancipation. But he fell into Citoyenromantik ( ) in his understanding of the modern state
because he based himself on such an incorrect mode. Only when he really established his historical materialist
stance and came to realize that political state was nothing but a manifestation of civil society which determined
it and therefore abandoned Hegel s dualistic framework was this difficult problem completely resolved.
Key words: political emancipation civil society political state universal politics
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