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ABSTRACTS OF MAIN ESSAYS

The Epistemological Problems in Marx’ s Philosophical Revolution:

Taking Kant and Hegel as Background
Zhang Dun

Marx has a profound influence on modern epistemology but there is no well-articulated epistemology in
Marx’ s works. The theoretical heritage of Kant and Hegel is beneficial for discovering and reconstructing
Marx’ s epistemology. Kant used the concept of “synthesis” to illustrate how people establish a unified form of
subject-object relationship in the process of cognition; with this we can reconstruct Marx’ s “synthesis through
social labor”. Hegel meanwhile paved the way for a historical analysis of the epistemological problem and
proposed the concept of identity of subject and object. Given Hegel’ s heritage we can understand Marx’ s
“labor synthesis” that is his notion that the epistemic subject in labor is not a transcendental subject of
consciousness but rather a concrete activity of the actual human being and knowledge is achieved in the
synthesis of human being and nature wherein the human being as an identity of subject and object creates and

cognizes his own historical existence.

Private Property and Social Structural Injustice: The Problem of Wood-Theft as an Example
Fang Bo

The difficulties that Marx encountered in expressing his opinions on material interests when he worked for
Rheinische Zeitung cannot be simply attributed to his lack of knowledge of political economy for these
difficulties cannot be satisfactorily resolved by contemporary theories of political economy. In the case of the
debate over the law against wood-theft Marx could not defend his position which was based largely on his
moral intuition without rejecting the private property on which modern society was built. Only after
discovering the structural origin of general poverty in modern society and the structural injustice it contains
and therefore turning to a basic criticism of the social economic structure could these difficulties be solved

fundamentally.

Wang Yangming’ s Doctrine of the “People of the Four Classes Engaging

in Different Professions yet Sharing the Same Way” Revisited
Chen Lisheng

It has been widely accepted that Wang Yangming’ s doctrine of the “people of four classes engaging in



