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De and Virtue: A Comparative Study on Cross-Linguistic &
Cross-Cultural Ethic Paradigm

ZHENG Kai

[Abstract ] The received translational equivalence between de and virtue laid the foundation for
comparative studies in ethics East and West. However further analyses reveal rich and turbulent philological and
intellectual histories behind the two terms / concepts. More importantly their distinct characteristics and
intellectual significances are to be grasped from a paradigmatic perspective in their respective philosophical
(including ethical) tradition. Ancient Greek ethics since Socrates is based on epistemology and logic and its
development revolves around themes such as virtue and justice etc; whereas Daoist and Confucian ethics since
mid-Warring-states period China are directed towards heart-mind-nature theory and practical wisdom typically
tending to express thoughts on the realization of human natural propensities and the elevation of mind and
spirit.
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