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the Literature Research Institute of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, holds
that, in its creation of characters, fictions in contemporary Chinese literature neglect
the issue of “image creation of the author”: they are either arrogantly “self-centered”
or falsely “self-hidden,” both undermine self-confidence. Future Chinese literature
should, on the basis of upholding Chinese theory and drawing on Chinese experience ,

3

stress the author’s “positive writing” with a Chinese style. Professor Chen Jianhui at
Guangzhou University’s Center for the Study of Literary Thought holds that despite
its many achievements, contemporary Chinese literature has obvious shortcomings ,
displayed mainly in the fact that not a few of writers lack a sense of responsibility for
the society or the times. They care too much about artistic skills while overlooking
insightful thinking, and overemphasize Western standards at the expense of Chinese
experience. According to Professor Chen, to rejuvenate Chinese contemporary
literature, we must establish cultural confidence and cultural awareness and learn

from great Chinese literary traditions, such as advocating culture , “literature as the

vehicle of ideas ,” “respecting for nature,” cultivating ideal cultural personality.

(8) The Theoretical Characteristics of Daoist Metaphysics: A Discussion Centered on
the ‘“Meaning of the Dao or Way and Its Power” Zheng Kai * 179

The core of Daoist metaphysics lies in the meaning of the Dao or Way and its

M«

power, in a theory based on the concepts of “non-being,” “mystery” and “return,”
especially “non-being.” The concept and theory of “non-being” include theoretical
contents at different levels ranging from “formless” to “nameless,” and from
“knowledgeless” to “actionless” or “inaction.” The formless involves discussion of
physics (natural philosophy ); pondering and grasping the nature of the Dao through
the tension between being and non-being can be considered an important method in
Daoist philosophy. Both the nameless and the knowledgeless involve epistemology,
and the pursuit of “the truth of the Dao” demands further constructive enlightenment
and wisdom. The nameless and actionless are the nature of the mystic power, which
thus lays a foundation for ethics and political philosophy. Moreover, concepts such as
actionless and mindless even escape from the intellectual world, developing a theory
of the spiritual realm starting from mind-nature theory and practical wisdom. The
path from the intellectual to the spiritual realm indicates precisely the theoretical
depth of Daoist philosophy. Daoist metaphysics clarifies the difference between
physics (about nature ) and metaphysics (about the Dao ); it is similar to the ancient Greek
metaphysical exploration of “being,” but is also characterized by its transcendence of names

and forms and by grasping the meaning that lies beyond words.
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