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On the Discourse Marker Function of “Zhexia”

and Its Teaching from the Genre Perspective
ZHANG Wen-xian & FANG Di & ZHANG Yuan-yuan

(Peking University, Bejjing 100871; Graduate School of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 102488)
Abstract: Based on the theory of discourse analysis and narratology, this paper analyzes the

specific usages of “zhexia” as a discourse marker. It shows that “zhexia” has a wide scope of
connection, and its ways of connection can be divided into “speaker-absence mode” and “speaker-

presented mode” according to the narration perspective it adopts. With investigation of its genre

distribution, it is argued that “zhexia” appears in subjective, closely interactive narrative context,

as a device for telling, and has usages of both internal and external focus. Finally, detailed

suggestions are made about the teaching of “zhexia”, emphasizing that the explanation and exercise

of this grammar point should be connected with typical genre and contexts.

Key words: “zhexia”(ix T); discourse marker; genre; teaching Chinese as a foreign language
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