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From Axial Age Civilizations to Dialogical Civilization

TU Wei—ming
(Institute for Advanced Studies in Humanities, Peking University, 100871)

Abstract: A real dialogue is based on mutual recognition, mutual respect and the willingness to learn from
others. The appreciation of the values of the otherness generates in one the desire to take into consideration the
other’s opinions, which in turn, allows both parties to get into a good dialogue. Starting from tolerance, we can
progress to mutual recognition and mutual respect, and then, to the levels of consulting one another and learning
from each other. I believe that this is a process of cognition as well as emotive identification. This is why I made
great efforts over the years to stage a series of enriched dialogues, in which Confucianism is shown as an
exemplary mode of cross —culture dialogue. All these dialogues prove to be highly fruitful. The future
development of Confucianism should aim to bridge the gap between the ancient and modern, the Chinese and the
Western, and to open the door for the dialogues between tradition and modernity, science and religion, China and
the West, as well as the dialogues between different ethnic groups, different sexes, different languages, different
generations, different classes, different nations, different regions and different religions.
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