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Abstracts

Discussing Confucian Zhong and Shu Liu Mengxi

Zhong and shu are two central concepts in Confucius’ philosophy. Zhong can be understood as sincerity or
earnestness. Shu is akin to the Western maxim of treating others as you yourself would be treated. The Chinese
characters for zhong and shu both have a heart as their radical, which underscores the personal, mental aspect
of moral considerations. Sincerity is a requisite for both zhong and shu, but not all who are sincere can
necessarily achieve the empathy required for shu. The closest equivalent to shu in the Confucian lexicon is ren. If
one does not have the capacity to be truly sensitive and considerate of others, then it is impossible to ever reach
the lofty Confucian state of “perfect harmony between music and social propriety.” Confucian scholars Zhang
Xuecheng and Chen Yinque both emphasized that compassion and sympathetic understanding were key to

Confucian philosophy.

A Look into Wang Guowei’s Understanding of Chinese Philosophy Gan Chunsong

Because of his great achievements in the fields of literature and history, Wang Guowei’s work on Chinese
philosophy is often overlooked. He advocated a purely academic, non-utilitarian approach to philosophy. which is
also the approach he wished all of Chinese academia to adopt to enter into a new phase of creation. Based on the
ideas of Kant and Schopenhauer, Wang offered his own unique interpretation of what he considered to be the
three most basic concepts of Chinese philosophy: xing, li, and ming. Although his interpretation has its

problems, his ideas were still the source for later developments in Chinese philosophical studies.

The Past, Present, and Future of Marxist Historical Studies in the West Wong Young-tsu

Marxism is looked down upon in Western capitalist countries, but in academia it has proved to be a never-
ending source of debate. Compared to the plentiful studies on Marxist economics, philosophy, and politics,
studies on Marxist historiography are more rare, but they have nonetheless produced many famous works and
scholars. This article focuses on Marxist interpretations of history in Western countries, particularly Europe. We
begin with an overview of the materialist view of history by Marx and Engels, as well as some representative
works in this area, then we move onto more modern successors of this view from Russia and Eastern Europe.
The Cold War was a tumultuous time for Marxist theorists, and while it did not lead to any conclusive
breakthroughs it did create smaller factions within the field, including post-modern Marxists with nihilistic
leanings. Regardless of the divisions and debates, materialistic historiography remained prominent in academic
circles. As historiography is always intimately linked with the times, Marxist historical studies still has many

chapters yet to be written.

A Discussion on the Economic Causes behind the Rise of the “Oceanic Silk Road” during the Song Dynasty:
A Case Study on the Changing Economic Modalities of the Northern and Southern Song
and the Clash of Three Great Civilizations Liu Pingsheng, Ge Jinfang

The rise of the “Oceanic Silk Road” during the Song dynasty was both a cause and an effect of the changing



