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Abstracts

From Anthropocentrism to Sprachnationalismus

On Herder’s Philosophy of Language and Its Influence

Li Rui

( Department of German Peking University)

Abstract: German enlightenment linguist and philosopher Johann Goti—
fried von Herder is the soul and theoretical founder of Sturm und Drang.
Herder’s most famous philosophical work on language Treatise on the Origin
of Language is the best-known work on the origin of language in the history of
language philosophy and it also marks the beginning of the history of lan—
guage philosophy. Herder believes that language originates from the Beson—
nenheit of human beings. From the perspective of the history of German lan—
guage this paper attempts to sort out the philosophy of Herder’s language;
and by digging deep into the theory of anthropocenirism and Sprachnationalis—
mus in Herder’s language theory it reveals the influence of Herder’s language
philosophy on the development of German nationalism. Herder developed the
concept of humanistic Nation of the German cultural patriots in the 17th and
18th centuries into a concept of Kulturnation oriented by language thus mak—
ing the concept of Kulturnation a concept based on the concept of Sprachna—
tion which contrasts with the concept of the Staatsnation of the Enlighten—
ment.

Key words: Johann Gottfried von Herder; Philosophy of Language;

Treatise on the Origin of Language; Sprachnationalismus



