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Abstract: This paper explored Chinese netizens’ English language attitudes in the context of the 2014 college
entrance examination reform. Appraisal-based discourse analysis was conducted on netizens’ comments collected
from Tecent News. Findings suggest: the majority of netizens expressed negative attitudes towards English;
emphasis of the instrumental values of English and concerns about cultural identity loss when learning English
are two salient features of Chinese netizens’ English language attitudes. However, signs are clear that some
netizens have gone beyond the dichotomous opposition between “instrument” and “culture”. To these netizens,
the role of English is no longer limited to a tool, but has become an essential link connecting Chinese people to
various global communities of practice. Such a positive shift in netizens’ English language attitudes suggests
the possibility of constructing a new discourse of English learning which is aimed at facilitating sustainable

development of English education in contemporary China.
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