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Study on the Establishment of Inoue Tetujird ' s Bushiddo Theory:
Based ofi the Orient vs. the Occident” and* the Reorientation of Japan”

Abstract: Tetujird ' s Bushido theory once exerted decisive impact on the development of the Bushidd
theory in modern Japan. In order to construct an ideology suitable for the Tennd system, he took
full advantage of traditional oriental thoughts in which Confucianism played a major role with the
idea of “ the Orient vs. the Occident”as a base and argued that the oriental traditions including
Japan’ s had their inherent values and were even superior to the western civilization. Then, he
developed a new set of theory on the Bushidd and distinguished it from Confucianism derived
from China so as to meet the need of re- orienting Japanese culture in the context of Japan’ s rise
as a military power in the modern world. In this way, he argued that Japan was unique and
superior in the orient even in the whole world. The evolvement front the Orient vs. the Occident”
t¢ Japan vs. China” # Bushidd vs. Confucianism” in his thoughts is a typical case showing how
the so- called tradition was reinvented gradually in modern Japan.
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