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Abstracts of Key Papers in Current Issue

Genre Types of Death Discourse and Social Changes by GAO Yihong, p.1

From a social constructivist perspective, this paper explores genre types of death discourse in the Chinese context,
and their relations with social changes. First, “death discourse” is defined. In light of Matthiessen’s (2015) registerial
cartography and Searle’s (1976) classification of speech acts, genre types of a given time are divided into three levels or
concentric circles. The first circle consists of 8 primary types of genre according to their functions: describing,
recreating, expressing, directing, recommending, appraising, and expounding. Each of these is further classified into
several subtypes in the second circle. The third circle consists of death related genre types. Then drawing on Fairclough
(1992), the dynamic relation between text and social context is portrayed, i.e., the former realizes as well as constructs
the latter. Such interaction between the two constitutes social change. Finally, recent studies on death discourse are
discussed, and suggestions are given for future research.
Key words: death discourse; genre types; social change
Analysis of Requirements for Foreign Language Capability Cultivation of the World-Class Military
Academy Cadets: A Case Study of West Point by LIANG Xiaobo & WU Xiaojian, p.23

Foreign language capability is an important part of the overall requirements for the world —class military
academy cadets. With a brief introduction of the major tenets of the world—class military academies, the paper takes
the US Military Academy at West Point as a case for study. It first introduces the general positioning and requirements
for cadets of the US Military Academy at West Point, and then it clarifies the general requirements of the training
program in the capability of language and foreign language. Next, it focuses on the qualities and curriculum of the
programs related to foreign languages, touching upon the general requirements for all programs, and specifications for
foreign language programs, foreign area study program, history program, geography program and language and culture
program. Based on this, the paper generalizes the major characteristics of the requirements and curriculum of all the
training programs related to foreign language capability. Finally, some suggestions are made for the cultivation of
cadets of the Chinese world—class military academies.
Key words: world—class military academy, foreign language capability, West Point, training program, curriculum requirements
Regression in Language Attrition: Its Features and Mechanisms Analyzed with Forgetting Theories
by NI Chuanbin, p.46

This paper extracted the basic features of regression in language attrition by analyzing the essential properties of the
regression in both language attrition and forgetting, and explored the mechanisms governing the regression in language
attrition. The following conclusions were obtained: (1) Regression is not unique to language attrition, but a universal law
observed by forgetting for both human beings and animals; (2) Regression in language attrition shares such basic features
as symmetry, integrity, relativity and incrementality; (3) New Theory of Disuse, one of the well—accepted theories for
regression in forgetting, could be employed to systematically interpret the mechanisms of regression in language attrition.
Key words: regression; language attrition; forgetting; New Theory of Disuse
Time, Personality, and Self-schema: Everything I Never Told You and the Paradigm of Trauma Cognitive
Narrative by HUANG Huihui, p.89

In Everything I Never Told You, Celeste Ng posits trauma narrative within the framework of a suspense novel
and formulates the paradigm of trauma cognitive narrative. By means of time configuration, this novel presupposes
three perspective schemata, i.e. telling, experiencing and reflecting, which give full play to the cognitive participation
of the narrator, the characters, and the readers. The perspective schemata also initiate and promote trauma cognition
in terms of its root cause, consequences, and ways to trauma healing. The narrative calls attention to the situational
and imaginative time and maps out the problematic time perspective and self-schema of the traumatized. Meanwhile,
the multi—layered time narrative reconfigures the experiential and free time, which not only serves as a narrative
confrontation against the Lydia family’s incapability of forming a coherent and insightful view of time, but also
explores the possibilities and means for the characters and readers to reconstruct perceptive and insightful self-
schemata. For Celeste Ng, the process of trauma healing is one in which the individuals journey into the true selves
and strive for personality cultivation and self-schema reconstruction within the experiential and free time.

Key words: Celeste Ng; Everything I Never Told You; time personality; self-schema; trauma cognitive narrative
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