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imperial ideal among the empire’ s upper classes. However, Stilicho failed because his focus on
Illyricum led to a series of military and political errors, and his actions there provoked antt
Germanic feeling and aroused the Emperor’ s suspicions. Stilicho’ s fall was essentially the
result of a choice between taking a hardline with the barbarians and opting for selective
cooperation and coexistence with them. His defeat led to the temporary domination of the
government of the Western Empire by the hardliners, resulting in the fall of Rome in 410 and

intensifying the breakup of the eastern and western parts of the Mediterranean world.

A Legal or a Historical Narrative: The Rise and Development of English Copyholders from the 14th
to the 16th Centuries Huang Chungao (123)

Copyholders formed the greater part of the landholding population in England. Previous
research has been fruitful and far-reaching, but there is still space for further academic endeavors.
The most noteworthy aspect is the way the legal perspective dominates the research narrative.
However, the compulsory focus on law inevitably ignores historical complexity and diversity. In
the legal narrative, the rise and developmental course of copyholding moved from manor courts
to royal courts. But in the historical narrative, this process was a direct expression of two phases
of social and economic change and of the tussle between the lord of the manor and the
copyholders, as seen in the wishes of the former and in manorial customs. For a true picture of

the English copyholders, one needs to combine the legal and the historical narratives.

Academic Review

The Turn in the Research Approach to the French Absolute Monarchy Zhang Chi (145)
France’ s absolute monarchy is not only an important stage in the transformation of

modern states from the seventeenth century on, but also a topical issue for academic

research. Western research on this subject has undergone a shift from “ state-centered

> The former emphasizes the absolute monarchy’ s

theory” to “social cooperation theory.’
changes to and control of a hierarchical society, highlighting the state’ s capabilities; the
latter, which attaches importance to the involvement and participation of social forces in
nation building, considers the establishment of absolute monarchy to be the product of
negotiation and compromise between the state and society. This research turn reexamines
such issues as the provincial Estates-General, intendants, national finance, the military,
etc., and redefines the social character and historical role of the absolute monarchy. Future
research on this subject should not only consider the dynamic role of the absolute monarchy,

that is, the role of the state in relation to society, but also the relationship between the state

and society, or “a state deeply embedded in society.”

Historical Notes
The Political Function of the Banquet under Emperor Taizu of Song Chen Feng (167)
An Exploration of Some Issues on the Ming System of Inspecting Censors Xiu Xiaobo (178)
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