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Abstract: The induction of the main meaning of the tone particle®

” should be based on its contributions to mo-

dality. Its mental function is to infer or assess the truth value of the proposition and demand for acknowledgement.

The fact that it is often used in the imperative mood is the result of pragmaticalization of its modal meaning. Differ-

ent distributions of tone particles in different languages can also be significant in the linguistic typology studies.

Key words: modality; pragmaticalization of modal meaning; linguistic typology



