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Speeches at a Theoretical Symposium in Commemoration of
the 200th Anniversary of Friedrich Engels” Birth

Qu Qingshan et al.

The Theoretical Symposium in Commemoration of the 200th Anniversary of the Birth of Friedrich Engels
sponsored by the CPC Central Committee Institute of Party History and Literature was jointly held by the Cen—
tral Party School ( Chinese Academy of Governance) the CPC Central Committee Institute of Party History and
Literature the Ministry of Education and the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences in Beijing on November
26 2020. At the symposium delegates discussed Engels” noble scientific spirit his outlook on Marxism his
spirit in perceiving the power of truth his research on political economy and its contemporary relevance his i—
deas of strengthening the party and their contemporary value his military science and his scientific evaluation

of Marx and its contemporary inspiration.

Gaining an Understanding of and Implementing the Guiding Principles from the
Fifth Plenary Session of the 19th CPC Central Committee

Chen Li et al.

In order to gain a full understanding and implement the guiding principles from the Fifth Plenary Session
of the 19th CPC Central Committee and Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New
Era and to discuss the far — reaching significance of the Recommendations of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of China for Formulating the 14th Five — Year Plan for Economic and Social Development and
the Long — Range Objectives through 2035 adopted by the Central Committee when China attains the First
Centenary Goal and moves on to the Second Centenary Goal and when the world undergoes significant changes
of a kind unseen in a century for promoting economic and social development the Marxism & Reality journal
has launched the special column “Feature Articles. ” The articles on the guiding principles from the Fifth Ple—
nary Session of the 19th CPC Central Committee were solicited from renowned experts and scholars in the eco—
nomic and social fields so as to promote the study and discussion of relevant issues in the ideological and theo—

retical circles.

The Significance and Methodology of Grasping the Times
Feng Ziyi

The significant development of globalization highlights the consciousness of the times. The understanding
of national conditions the formulation of strategies the choice of paths and the grasping of opportunities all re—
quire an increased awareness of the times. To understand and grasp the times it is necessary to have proper
methodology. According to historical materialism these fundamental methods to grasp the times are worthy of
great attention: the method of history the method of unity the method of “universal light ” the method of
grasping “regularity ” and the method of “big picture. ” In order to effectively grasp the times it is necessary
to focus on the following points of emphasis: first the themes and issues of the times second the main con—

tradictions of the times and third the direction of human civilization.
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