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ABSTRACT: The contents and locations of the inscriptions in the cliff burials of the Eastern Han Dynasty
in Sichuan provided important clues for understanding the structures and functions of the cliff burials. Because
the inscriptions usually contained very few characters, the burial chamber structures and the locations of the
cemeteries where these cliff burials were arranged were extremely important for understanding the messages
delivered by the inscriptions. Meanwhile, the inscriptions of the cliff burials also implied the direction for
reexamining the structures of the cliff burials and the forms of the cemeteries in which these cliff burials were
located, and further revealing the social functions of these burials from the new understandings to the architectural
forms of them. Cliff burials, as a kind of architectural form, played important role on maintaining the scale of the
families and ensuring the continuity of the generations of the families.
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