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ABSTRACTS OF MAIN ESSAYS

A Reconsideration of Marx’s Theory of Communication
Hou Zhenwu & Yang Geng

Marx’s category of communication points to relationships among people and the two core concepts in Marx’s
theory of communication are communicative forms and communicative relations. In this theory communicative
relations include productive relations but are not equal to the latter; communication and production are
mutually premised that is to say communication is born within production and production can only be
carried out in communication. Marx’s concept of labor thus inherently contains communication. When
communication develops into global communication the derivative and transcendental forms of social
development become universal phenomena and the road to social development becomes diverse. Habermas
has conducted a deep and comprehensive discussion of spiritual communication however due to his
misunderstanding of labor and its relationship with communication his criticism of Marx’s theory of
communication is fundamentally problematic and his communication theory thus deviates from the principles

of historical materialism.

Re-raising the Question. What Are the Dialectic Methods of Marx’s Das Kapital?
Wu Meng

The precondition for properly grasping the dialectical methods of Das Kapital is properly grasping Marx’s
dialectics. If we understand the concept Verstindnis in Marx’s famous definition of dialectics as judgment about
the concrete situation in which changing things are posited then dialectics means the discovery of historical
negation in the era of capitalism. The procedure of this discovery is precisely what are called the dialectic
methods of Das Kapital which unceasingly goes from the given abstract ideas of political economics to the

concrete historical situation and keeps touching its limits.

Mengzi’s Theory of Ethical Choice: From “Desirability” to “Ability” and “Action”
Wang Zhongjiang

In order to promote people’s ethical practice Mengzi puts forward a theory of ethical choice which is more
complex than his theory of the goodness of human nature. This theory includes not only an abstract and general
principle of proper choice but also such specific values as “such specific values as the desirability of goodness
and more concretely the worthiness of amiability. ” Moreover it provides a way of ethical practice as well as
an explanation concerning the similarity of human nature and what people can do. By inference and analogy

Mengzi convincingly proves that ethical choice is better than any other value choices making it the highest

goodness that is desirable and a value that people can obtain.



