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On Language Material Ccompilation for the Primary Textbooks
of Spoken Chinese as a Foreign Language from
the Perspective of Teaching Methodology

Abstract Because of the requirement of classified skill training, spoken language class
should aim at developing students’ oral com munication ability. According to the Student-centred
teaching method, students should be given more practice time. In order to achieve the goal, the
present paper makes some ponderations upon com piling language materials. It consists of 3 as-
pects: In selecting the materials we should distinguish between the “listened-to” and the “spo-
ken”, choose the most useful sentences and paragraphs with the characteristics of spoken lan-
guage, and transfer the focal points from grammar rules to communicative information. In compil-
ing the language materials, we may appropriately break the rigid lines among new words, texts,
notes and exercises. Conversations and monologues should be more but short. Besides these, this
paper also ponders deeply on compiling situation-centred texts, and we conclud that the speech
acts, should be distinguished, which have different relations to situation, and that we should pay
attention to the interaction which is exchange of information, and supply a “typical” context for
language-point teaching. In the end, this paper analyses the necessity of distinguishing betw een a
teacher’ s book and a student’ s book.

Key words primary spoken Chinese textbook compilation; teaching methodology; commu-

nication; situation
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