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Tone Sandhi of the Middle Syllable in
Trisyllabic Prosodic Words in Putonghua

DENG Dan, SHI Feng, L UShinan

Abstract. 'The paper examines the pitch representation of the middle syllable in
trisyllabic prosodic words in putonghua as in real speech stream. The influence of different
syllable combination structure (1+2 or 2+ 1) and different tonal context on the middle
syllable has been reviewed. The results indicate that in trisyllabic words, the most remarkable
tonal influence on the middle syllable comes from the combimation structure. Middle syllable in
the 2+ 1 stmcture changes more than it is in the 142 structure, usually changing into a
transitional tone between the preceding and the following tones.
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