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Digital and Physical Exhibition of Cultural Heritage in Museums

WANG Wei-hua

(School of Archaeology and Museology, Peking University, Beijing,)

Abstract: Cultural Heritage includes both the tangible (material) and the intangible (immaterial). The

exhibition methods of cultural heritage involve both the physical and the digital. A good exhibition system should

meet the visitors’ demand for real and authentic experiences of the exhibits. Digital exhibition plays an important

role particularly in the transmission of the intangible (immaterial) heritage. It also provides a good approach

for cultural heritage education to be promoted and for the public to acquire knowledge of cultural heritage.

However, what is created through digital exhibition is the virtual reality, which may not fully realize the real

and authentic experience that visitors are seeking. Therefore, it is suggested that digital methods may be applied

in combination with physical ones in the exhibition so as to better meet the visitors ’s demand and further

promote the social interactions and cultural exchanges between people of various regions.

Key words: cultural heritage; digital exhibition; physical exhibition; authentic experience; cultural

exchanges



