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The Discourse of Japanese ﬁmperor Lineage
S in Ancient Times and Middle Ages

Liu Linlin

Abstract: The discourse of the Ancient Japanese Emperor Lineage emerged in early 8th century AD.

Since then, it has seen a lot of changes. Tt is not until the Heian Period that the discourse of “Five Gen-

Hundred Generations of Human

erations of Celestial Deities Seven Generations of Earthly Deities
Emperors” came into being. The total structure of the discourse is influenced by the Chinese Philosophy
of Three Powers and formed on the basis of the notion of “The Gods of Heaven and Earth”. The realistic
motivation of secularizing Amaterasu Oomikami stems from the royal court’ s emphasis on the connection
between Amaterasu Oomikami and the Japanese Imperial System in order to highlight the divine origin and
the continuity of the Japanese Imperial System. In terms of “Hundred Gnerations of Human Emperors”,
there existed two drastically opposite understandings. One posits that hundred generations implies infinite
generations of Japanese emperors, while the other suggests that the reign of the Japanese emperors would
terminate by the hundredth generation. The latter was once posing a great threat to the ancient royal
court. The development in lineage discourse of the Japanese Middle Ages has centered on the Japanese
Imperial System, comprising the world views of Ancient China and India and containing two ideologies of
maintaining imperial system and advocating ethnocentrism.
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