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Rendre a César:. Aesthetic Style and Symbolic Significance
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in a “ Tragedia dell’ Arte

Duan Yinghong
( Department of French Language and Literature , School of Foreign Languages, Peking University Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: Rendre a César ({iF #5184 ) ) is a play adapted by Marguerite Yourcenar from her own novel
entitled Denier du réve ({2 142 1) ). The central plot of Rendre @ César is an assassination attempt on
Mussolini that took place in Rome in 1933. This play depicts a vivid panorama of the Italian society under the
Fascist rule through the circulation of a silver coin among ten characters of various ages and social strata. Some
elements from Commedia dell” Arte can be found in this play’s scenes ; however, Yourcenar sets the play’ s
background in Rome, “the Eternal City” , which symbolizes human adventures that transcend time and space.
This play, therefore, approaches classical tragedies through revealing the tragic nature of human condition.

Key words: Marguerite Yourcenar ( JLEE /K ), Rendre a César (£ 415 #)), Commedia dell’ arte,

classical tragedy
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