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Democratic Regime with the Monarch as the Head of the State: The Cultural
Construction of Contemporary “Thai-Style Democracy ”

JIN Yong

[Abstract] Thailand has initiated the process of democratization after the revolution by
the People’s Party that ended the absolute monarchy in 1932. However western demo-
cratic ideas and practice encountered difficulties in Thailand so that many Thai people
turn their eyes to the interior to deconstruct western-style democracy in cultural form
while building localized democracy. This has resulted in the creation of the “Thai-style
democracy” thinking during Sarit Thanarat’s government period. The idea of “Thai-
style democracy” did not disappear with the death of Sarit. Instead it was absorbed
inherited and transformed by the royalists and gradually developed the contemporary new
“Thai-style democracy” as the “democratic regime with the monarch as the head of
state”. Through the means of cultural construction it reinterprets the concept of
“thewaracha” and “thammaracha” of the traditional monarchy so that it adapts to the
democratic regime under the framework of modern politics and upgrades it into a kind of
state ideology ~which has become commonplace in all walks of life in Thailand and has
been written into the constitutions. Its power and influence over all aspects of society
are much greater than the power conferred by an institutionalized constitution.
[Keywords] Thai-Style Democracy; Democratic Regime with the Mararch as the Head
of State; Thailand’s Politics; Cultural Construction; Monarchy; Royalism

[Author] JIN Yong Associate Professor Department of Southeast Asia School of For—
eign Language Peking University Beijing China

Research on the Begining of Thamraja Culture of Thailand—With Comments on
“Churning the Sea of Milk”:. The God and the King in Angkor Wat

WU Shengyang

[Abstract] While Siam inherited Angkor’s apotheosis of king in thoughts and govern—
ess the development of monarchy was embodied in its Thamraja culture. Newly pub-—
lished research work on Angkor Devaraja culture finds new images on Angkor Wat relief
Churning of the Sea of Milk a snake at the sea bed and a flying god high above holding

a tool holds that the former stands for Ananta Sesa incarnation of time and the latter
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