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Title: The Integration of “Two”Goethes: On Thomas Mann’ s Lotte in Weimar

Abstract: Thomas Mann describes the contradictions in Goethe’ s character in the novel Lotte in
Weimar. Tt exhibits both an “old” Goethe and a “new” Goethe. The “old” Goethe is the repre—
sentative of German traditional culture and the “new” the embodiment of historical rationality.
The integration of “two” Goethes brings innovation to the “historical novel” satisfies the
author’ s fascination with Goethe meets the political requirement of the time and exemplifies the
development of self-consciousness of German exile writers.

Key words: historical novels Thomas Mann Lotte in Weimar self-consciousness of the exile
writers
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