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Abstracts

03 The Construction of Druze Identity: Religious Traditions and Historical Contexts

Abstract The Druze community can be traced to Ismaili Shi” ism whose belief system and
religious practice inherit Islamic cultural heritage in the Middle Ages. Since then the Sunni ruling
groups and religious scholars have issued a large number of hostile religious rulings against the Druze
which was due partly to the religious-cultural differences and social cleavage and especially the
complex political factors in specific historical contexts. In the modern era Druze elites represented by
Shakib Arslan Sultan Atrash and Kamal Jumblatt have repeatedly taken the initiative to reshape their
Druze self-dentity to meet the challenges brought by political social and cultural transformations.
Although Druze elites’ efforts have not overcome the political and social dilemma they face viewing
from the religious and cultural perspectives their attempts have provided valuable insights for the
eradication of sectarianism in the Middle East.

Key Words Religious Minorities; Druze; Sunni; Sectarianism

Author LI Haipeng Post-Doctoral Researcher Department of Arabic Language and Culture
School of Foreign Languages Peking University.

19 Coptic Issue and the Institutional Roots of Religious Conflicts in Egypt

Abstract  Since the 1970s religious conflicts have emerged constantly between Copts and
Muslims in Egypt. Church building inter{aith marriage and conversion are among the most contentious
issues between them. This paper argues that apart from the influences of global and regional security
environments the religious conflicts in Egypt are rooted in its domestic institutional defects: the
ambiguity of bureaucratic procedures and the fragmentation of legal system. In this circumstance
Islamic extremists * attacks on Copts the radicalization of overseas Coptic organizations and
mismanagement by Egyptian government have all politicized the Coptic issue which worsens the
endurance and diffusion of religious conflicts.

Key Words Egypt; Coptic Issue; Nation State; Religious Conflicts

Author DUAN Jiuzhou Ph.D. Candidate School of Social Sciences Tsinghua University.

34 The Baloch in Iran: Historical Development and Contemporary Evolution

Abstract As one of ethnic minority groups in Iran the Baloch’s social development has always
been an important topic in Iran’ s national governance. The Balochi movement rose in 1928 when
western Baluchestan was annexed by Iran and the Pahlavi dynasty adopted the Persian assimilation
policy towards the Baloch. After the 1979 Islamic Revolution the government of Islamic Republic of
Iran transformed the passive governance into pacifist “absorption” policy toward the Baloch in order to
consolidate national unity and stability. During the interactions with the central government the Baloch
in Iran has formed social characteristics including unrecognized ethnic minority identity marginalized
political status economic and cultural backwardness limited ethnic language environment and social
structure dominated by the Sunni Molavi. In the new era the overall balance has been maintained due
to the highly unified national identity of the Baloch in Iran.

Key Words Iran; the Baloch; Sunni Islam; Ethnic Minorities; National Identity
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