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Will Ladislaw and the Image of the Window

KE Yanbin

Abstract: Will Ladislaw in Middlemarch has been regarded by most critics and readers as a vague
and insubstantial character. They have focused on the imitative function of this character and believe that
Ladislaw is a failure in characterization. However a closer study of the novel will enlighten us to the
insight that Ladislaw is a character more spiritual than material. By foregrounding the thematic and
synthetic functions of the character George Eliot presented Ladislaw as the hero of the novel relating
him to a key image that leads to a better understanding of the heroine Dorothea.

Key words: lunette salvation the religion of humanity functions of character
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