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Abstracts of major papers in this issue

English grammar — past, present and future, by Geoffrey Leech, p.1

This lecture discusses three trends in the historical development of English grammar at the
present time. The trends are: a) the grammatical trend towards an isolating language, b) the
Americanization of English grammar, and c) the trend towards colloquial usage. The | author also
introduces the development of new corpus-based methods of studying English grammar.

The leight of tengue pesition for vowels in IPA system, by Feng Zheng, p.7

This paper deals with the following four tepics: 1) what do the phonetic tcims closefopen
refer to; the height of tongue position for vowels or the degree of mouth opening; 2) the relation-
ship between the height of tongue position and the degree of mouth opening; 3) the five paiterns
of classifying the height of tongue positions of vowels and the heights of English vowels; 4) audito-
ry perception; the main criterion of vowel learning. The above mentioned issues are very impor-
fant in both langzu»gc teaching and research.

A stylistic apprecach to Hemingway’s Secldier’s Hoeme, by Wu Bing, p. 22

The paper prezents a stylistic study of Hemingway's Soldier's Home. Arv: analysis of the au-
thor’s syntax, vocabulary, foregrounding devices, methods of thought presentation, and his dia-
lozues shows how clecely literary form is related to content. His style is not merely part of some
litcrary experimeit, but ‘‘the essential part of his attitude toward life”.

Paradox ¢f cress-cultural communication, by Gao Yihong, p. 35

Researchers and educators in cross-cultural communication invariably face a dilemma: in order
to enhance mutual understanding betwceen different cultures, cultural differences have to be gen-
eralized. However, as any *‘generalization’’ is actually an ‘‘over-generalization’’, categorization of
such differences can well be cultural stereotyping, which hinders mutual understanding. Such a di-
lemma can be called *‘the paradox of cross-cultural communication’’. The prcsent paper raises and
discusses the issue by examining the theories and practice of cross-cultural commugication studies.
Suggestions are also made as to the way out.

Sequence of development and its relatienship to grammar teaching, by Jiang Zukang, p.43

This paper introduces the theory and research findings on sequence of language development.
Agdinst this theoretical background, two textbooks were analyzed in terms of the osder of grammatical
features presented, which turned out to be quite different from the sequences of de\elecpment found
in some investigaticns. The paper also discusses the extent to which the teaching of grammatical
features can be ordered so as to be congruent with the sequences which mark the natural process
of learning.

Acti~n research: A new appreach to language teacher educatiom, by Wu Zongjie, p.48

This paper intrcduces the notion of action research in its international academic context and
then presents a detailed program, which was developed in Zhejiang Teachers’ University, to facili-
tate such practice in China. Action research is potentially benefitial to both pre-cervice teachers
and in-service teachers and it should play an important role in the curriculum renewal of English
teaching methodology in China.
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