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The Emplotment of Tristram Shandy and Restraint of the Hidden Morals and Ethics
WEI Yanhui
The emplotment of Tristram Shandy has always been a focus in the research tradition of Sterne. The
established studies mainly interpret the narrative similarities between Tristram Shandy and modern or
post-modern novels yet neglect the attitude of the literary critical circle. The present comparative analy—
sis of the emplotment of Tristram Shandy and the plot convention of 18th century English novels shows
that the novels borrow and absorb principles from Aristotle” s dramatic plot that “probability” has both
aesthetic and ethical dimensions and that novels play a role of order-construction in the public sphere of

the 18th century England.

From Literary to Social Text: Ambiguity and the Politics of
Reading in Charles B. Brown’s Arthur Mervyn
LI Wanlin

As a recently “rediscovered” early American author Charles Brockden Brown has begun to attract
more and more critical attention. Critics have commented fairly extensively on Brown’ s interests in moral
education a national literature as well as an intellectual readership but few of them however have
noted the interconnections between these seemingly disparate interests. The present paper studies the
moral ambiguity in Brown’ s novel Arthur Mervyn with special attention to how Brown uses the ambiguity
to guide the reader to think rationally and act independently in chaotic situations both real and imaginary
as he creates strong parallels between the fictional and the real world. Brown’ s treatment of the ambiguity
allows him to combine his above-mentioned interests in a way that contributes to the generic innovations of

the American gothic.

Historical Coagulations: A Study of Pat Barker’s Novel Another World
ZHU Yan
Pat Barker’ s novel Another World centers on the historical coagulations that cause trauma for both
individuals and families. Through the unfolding of traumatic events Barker expresses her reflections on
history. On the other hand the images in murals and the haunting ghosts show the traumatic nature of
history. Barker’ s conception of history in the novel is distinctive indicating that time and history may

both diverge from the linear development and coagulate around terrible atrocities.

Schizophrenic Border: Double Optics and Viral Crossover in
Raymond Williams’ s Border Country
MI Jialu
This essay examines Raymond Williams’ s autobiographical novel Border Country the first novel of

his ambitious “Welsh Trilogy ”. The aim of the essay is twofold. Firstly it analyzes the unsettling issue of
156



