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Abstract: The shaping of China’s New Culture Identity was, in fact, the
shaping of China’s modern identity. In the process of this shaping, the
influence and significance of foreign culture were considerable. Shakespeare
and Ibsen, as two representatives of foreign culture, played different roles and
exerted different influence. Ibsen, as a sharp critic of society, was much
beloved by leaders of the New Culture Movement, and Shakespeare, with his
rich and profound cultural content, was admired by many people. The latter,

however, was more of a cultural symbol and seemed somewhat removed from

» [EEMS]: B ERKFIRBEEHE. L LT, TEAFRE
X CEBR WRUERE.



< 28 (REXEFMARA) 24 (2016 &)

the New Culture Movement. Shakespeare needed more support from academic
circles in order to infiltrate into elite and popular culture spheres. The New
Culture Movement was very simply a culture movement, and needed time to
ferment and take shape in an academic guise. Shakespeare needs a union of
scholarship and culture, and this union is necessary even today for the shaping
of China’s cultural identity in an age of globalization.

Key words: Shakespeare; New Culture Movement; culture; scholarship; pop-

ularization
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To be, or not to be, that is the question
Whether ’tis nobler in the mind to suffer
The stings and arrows of outrageous fortune,
Or to take arms against a sea of troubles,

And by opposing end them.
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