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To grasp this Sorry Scheme of Things entire,
Would not we shatter it to bits- and then
Remould it nearer to the Heart’s Desire!
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Journey of Poetry across Cultures between East and West

——Epochal Opportunity for Earlier Successful Chinese Version of Literature from Rubaiyat

WANG Yi-dan

(School of Foreign Studies, Beijing University, Betjing 100871)

Abstract: Rubaiyat is a masterpiece written by Mr. Omar Hyam, a Persian poet in the eleventh and twelfth century, which became

famous in the world for English version made by Edward Fitzgerald, a British scholar in the eighteenth century and popular in China

through Hu Shi and Guo Moruo’s translation and introduction during the May Fourth Movement. In the past 90 years or more, Rubaiyat in

Chinese versions have come out in succession, so have the discussion about the poetry translation, thus becoming a unique eye—catching

phenomenon in modern Chinese history of literary translation. The essay starts with the earlier translation of Rubaiyat made by Hu Shi

and Guo Moruo, discusses the epoch factors for their translation success and argues the demand that accords with era and translations that

conform to epoch spirit has vitality to cause strong echo among readership.
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