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On Model System Evolution of Corner Corbel-Bracket Set of The Ming-
Qing Official Buildings in Beijing: Additionally on The Model Ages of
The Bucket Arch on The Corner of Wu Men and Fengxian Dian of The
Forbidden City

Xu Yitao

ABSTRACT: The author tries taking typological methods in this thesis to subdivide the system of
corner corbel-bracket set in the official constructions of the Ming and Qing dynasties into three

The article Chinese appears

from page 006 to 023.
groups on shape grounds including 15 models and demonstrate the relations with each other. It

accordingly analyzes sets of bucket arches concerning models and years when they worked together
via 43 Ming and Qing official buildings, hereby to outline 6 stages spanning over 500 years’
development of the official buildings in Beijing covering: 1) the turn from the Yuan to Ming period,
2) the transition to the Ming system, 3) the maturation period of the Ming system, 4) the turn from
Ming to Qing regime, 5) the stable period of the Qing system, and 6) from end of the Qing regime
to Bei Yang Government when the bracket set system started to change in a way. Additionally, the
author discusses the ages of the architectures like Wu Men (Meridian Gate) and Fengxian Dian (Hall
of Ancestral Worship) inside the Forbidden City by reference of what has been summarized above
and related archives.

KEY WORDS: the Ming & Qing periods; Beijing; official buildings; bracket set on corner; different
stages; the imperial palace; Fengxian Dian (Hall of Ancestral Worship); Wu Men (Meridian Gate);
Guo Wenying
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