Sacrificing or Making a Pledge: A New Understanding on the Nature of the Sacrificial Pits

Discovered at Beizhao and Yangshe Jin Marquis Cemeteries
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Abstract: A huge number of sacrificial pits have been discovered at Xintian site, the capital of the
Jin state since 1950s and are generally regarded as the remains of sacrificing various deities. In
recent twenty years similar pits were excavated at Beizhao and Yangshe Jin marquis cemeteries
too and were understood as the remains for sacrificing the marquises buried there. After a
comprehensive analysis on all discovered sacrificial pits and the related historical affairs of the Jin
state, the author argues that all the pits were left during the ceremonies of making pledges among
the aristocrats of the state rather than sacrificing, and that there was not the custom of sacrificing
ancestors at the cemetery in the Western Zhou dynasty and the early Spring and Autumn period.
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