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Cognitive Interpretation of Unmarked Transferred-

designation in Modern Chinese
Abstract In languages, the phenomena of self-designation and transferred-designation exist both in
the word-formation level and in the syntax level. The transferred-designation in the word-formation level
may not only be matked but sometimes may be unmarked. The transferred-designation in languages is ac-
tually a granmatical reflection of metonymy. In a given cognitive model, it is a common rule for the out-
standing (striking) things to metonymies the unoutstanding (unstriking) things. Tt is believed that, the
relationship between actions and things is one that between entirety and part. Consequently predicates can
be generally changed to substantives but substantives seldom can be changed to predicates. Predicates’
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transferred-designation into agent and recipient is restricied by the degree of relativity. Unmarked trans-

ferred-designation has its restrictions.

Key words unmarked; transferred-designation; metonymy; cognition; the degree of relativity
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