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and Turn— taking in Advanced Oral Chinese Tex thooks
LIU Yuan— man

Abstract Currently, most advanced oral Chinese textbooks concentrate on a few topics. Their main problems are as fol-

lows: they do not accurately reflect the nature of the spoken language, bear little resemblance to actual situations encoun-

tered by students, and are inadequate in training students to express themselves appropriately. For students at this level the

two most difficult elements of oral Chinese are (i) using language that is appropriate to the situation and (ii) taking the initi-

ative in conversation. In an actual situation, conversational topic may change and turn— taking often occurs. Consequently,

we should take topics situations, and turn— taking into consideration in textbook compilation.
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