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A Comparative Study of Teacher-Learner Relationships
in Different Language Environments and the Development
of a Hidden Curriculum

LIU Yuanman

Abstract
In the practice of CFL teaching, the teacher-learner
relationship varies with the language environment, with
learners showing different degrees of reliance on the teacher.
In the target language environment, learners don’t rely heavily
on the teacher because they can communicate with different
interlocutors in the target language, who jointly influence
their learning effect; in a non-target language environment,
however, learners rely heavily on the teacher, who might be
the only interlocutor with whom they communicate in the
target language. Teachers in the target language environment
are mainly native speakers of the target language, while
teachers in the non-target language environment are a
mixture of both native and non-native speakers. Teachers
in the latter case need to utilize hidden-curriculum factors to
maximize their role. Towards this end, this article puts forward
the following suggestions: renew the concept of teacher-
learner relationship, keep a positive mood in class, increase
teachers’ emotional input, cultivate learners’ Chinese cultural

consciousness, and use modern educational technologies.
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