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An Analysis of Characters’ Relationships and the Appro-

priateness of Discourse in Chinese Language Textbooks

LIU Yuanman

Abstract

This article reviews existing research on the relationships
between characters in Chinese language textbooks. By
examining 40 textbooks on oral skills, it investigates the
characters’ identities, nationalities, and communicative
partners. Additionally, it identifies the relationship models
between characters and focuses on how their relationships
correspond to their expressions. Issues identified include:
foreign characters demonstrating a Chinese mindset, a
mismatch between characters’ relationships and their
dialogues, and flaws in the storyline, etc. To achieve
a breakthrough in their character design philosophy,
textbook developers should not merely focus on the
accuracy of language, the richness of content and the
coherence of sequencing. There is a need to invest
more efforts in the design of the relationships between
characters and their discourse. In sum, textbook
developers should be effective storytellers to ensure good
characterization, diversity of the characters’ relationships,
and appropriateness of characters’ discourse. This would

allow the characters to come to life.

Keywords

Chinese textbooks; relationships between characters; story;

appropriateness of discourse
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