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The Subjectivity of Adverb “Zhen’ and its Application

in Chinese Teaching

ZHANG Wen-xian & ZHANG Yi
(School of Chinese as a Second Language, Peking University, Beijing 100871 )

Abstract: After studying the errors of Chinese adverb “zhen” in HSK composition corpus, we
find that students can’t fully understand the sematic meaning of “zhen”. This paper analyses the
subjectivization of “zhen” and its subjective functions. The three subjective meanings of “zhen”
are “to confirm truth”, “high credibility” and “subjective assessment”, and they are in a gradual
trend. Besides, this paper studies the contexts in which adverb “zhen” doesn’t appear. At last, the
paper applies the research results in the teaching of Chinese as the second language and puts for-
ward some teaching suggestions for “zhen”.

Key words: “zhen’(E); subjectivization; adverb; teaching Chinese as a second language
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