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CHINESE TEACHING IN THE WORLD
SHiJIE HANY UJI AOXUE
No. 2  June 2003

Abstracts of papers in this issue

Theoretic grammar and Chinese language teaching — -------cooooveeeeeeeneennne SHI Dingxu, p5
It is argued in this paper that the morpheme shl in an emphatic sentence is not a copula
and the morpheme de in the same sentence is not a marker for nominalization. Verbs and verb
phrases in Chinese can be nominalized, but there is no overt marker for it. These complicated
issues often show up in Chinese language teaching and Chinese teachers should have some
know ledge of theoretic grammar.
Key words: emphatic marker shi  emphatic marker de  nominalization theoretic

grammar and language teaching

The effect of the quantity properties of adjectives on their syntactic behaviors
........................................................................... SHI Yuzhi [ Singapord . p13
This paper systematically addresses the relationship betw een the quantity properties of ad-

jectives and their syntactic behaviors. (Quantity is one of the dispensable factors of human cate-

gorization, which to great extent determines the syntactic behavior of the related lexical item.

As a result, natural language contains many sophisticated mathematical thoughts. According to

their quantity properties, adjectives have been classified into four types: 1) degree words; 2)

limit; 3) percent; and 4) positive-negative, which differ from one another syntactically. In ad-

dition, by using English examples, we have shown that the same semantic categorization might
possess different quantity properties due to different angles of cognition and thus could vary
sy ntactically.

Key words; categorization  quantity property  cognition  adjective  syntax

Sequence of acquiring the directional complement by English-speaking learners of
CRUDESE  <ccv v overr crereememnmn crneee teemn toent ceeee benaan cateee neeb et ceeeee YANG Defeng, p52
Based on the interlanguage data of the directional com plement from the Chinese Learners’
Interlanguage Database, this paper compares the acquisition of English-speaking learners at the
elementary stage with that at the intermediate high stage, and analyses the factors that affect
the mastery of the directional com plement, and finds out the sequence of acquiring the direction-

al complement by these learners.



Key words ; acquisition sequence  interlanguge fossilization  overgeneralization  in-

terlingual transfer

The intermediate Chinese learner s awareness of lexical structure and
the development of reading cOMpetence -« ----« -« w-eeeeeveoee ceuee conen FENG Liping, p66
Compound words constitute a considerable part of Chinese vocabulary. It is found that the
lexical structure has influence on the lexical cognitive processing and that one’ s native language
plays a role in his foreign language leaming. Now we have two questions: 1) Are these two as-
pects more true to learners whose native languages are typically inflectional ?2) Do these learn-
ers have lexical structure aw areness when they study Chinese ? In an attempt to find the an-
swers, we designed two experiments to examine the role of lexical structure awareness of Chi-
nese natives who study Chinese as their mother tongue and that of learners of Chinese as a sec-
ond language. The result of these experiments show that in both cases lexical structure aware-
ness does play a role, and there exists only quantitative, but not qualitative difference betw een
them. To enhance the lexical structure awareness, we suggest that morpheme teaching should
be involved as an important part of teaching Chinese as a second language.
Key words: intermediate Chinese leammers  compound words  lexical structure aware-

ness

How is the acquisition of Chinese characters by learners from the non-Chinese
character cultural sphere affected by stroke numbers, component numbers and
topological StrUCtUral PALEITIS -« «+--w <eeeeevemmes sorees o e e, YOU Hadqjie, p72
Based on Chinese Learners’ Interlanguage Database, this paper analyses some of the fac-
tors that affect the Chinese characters learning by learners from the non-Chinese character cul-
tural sphere. The results have been further verified by experiments. An analysis of the statistic
data leads to the follow ing conclusion: 1) they process high frequency Chinese characters in two
steps: strokes—characters, while they do the low frequency ones in three: strokes—compo-
nents—characters. And the processing is serialized, but not parallel in nature; and 2) the left-
right structure is the most difficult in the four structures of Chinese characters. The first con-
clusion inspires us to suggest that character learning should be carried out in two stages.
Key words: Chinese language teaching Chinese character learning  teaching strokes

teaching components

Paralleling spoken and written Chinese in separate courses and balancing
intensive and extensive reading -« ----e-oeee seee e e LU Jianji, p82
During the last 20 odd years, the basic mode of curriculum for teaching Chinese as a for-
eign language at the elementary level consists of a general training course with listening compre-
hension, character reading/ writing and reading comprehension as its companions. This paper
examines the advantages and disadv antages of this mode, in the light of the past teaching prac-
tice and the development of language teaching theories. It points out that the general training

course is not clearly defined and overstuffed, and that, in a way, is a holdback for the develop-
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