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Biber, Douglas 1988 Variation across Speech and Writing. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Colloquial Trends in Chinese Compositions of Foreign Students

Abstract This study testifies the colloquial trends which can be found in the writings of
foreign students by comparing the difference of frequencies of 37 spoken Chinese formats
from the interlanguage corpus and the modern Chinese corpus. It is found that 19 spoken
Chinese formats are overused by foreign students comparing with the native Chinese speak-
ers. This study also sequences the frequencies of 37 spoken Chinese formats used by foreign
students from different countries. Based on these findings, the strategies about how to teach
Chinese to foreign students from a stylistic perspective is discussed.
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