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How Images Prove History: A Case Study of A Marble Carving
Documenting The History of the Southwest China, Qing Dynasty

Zhao Shiyu

ABSTRACT: A marble carving that was created in 1841 (the 21* year of Emperor Daoguang
( J& ¢ ) reign of the Qing dynasty) remains preserved in the Confucian Temple of Shiyang,
Dayao county, Chuxiong of Yunnan Province, on which are carved two fairy stories. One is
about how Tuzhu, a local deity manifested his power to stop General Zhang Hu who served
as the subordinate of Sun Kewang from killing the local people in the early Qing dynasty. The
other illustrates how Tuzhu saved Li Wei’s life from the storm when he was passing the Lake
Dongting. By examining the context of the stories and related local history, the author found
that neither Virtuous Well of Woman Feng (Feng Shi Jie Jing Tu) nor Tu Zhu's Manifesting His
Power (Tu Zhu Xian Ling Tu) as the title of the carving may very well convey what is really
implied behind the stories. In fact, this carving not only describes the evolution and significance
of the well-salt industry of Shiyang town in the process of the Empire’s management to the
southwest border area, but also illustrates the impact that the salt industry had upon the local
society and culture as well. On the other hand, the unique historical value of this carving lies
in its reflection of the salt merchants’ remembrance of the past and expectation of the present.
The study has also proved some methods to be useful to evidence history with ancient images.

KEY WORDS: a marble carving in the Confucian Temple of Shiyang; Virtuous Well of Woman
Feng (Feng Shi Jie Jing Tu); Tuzhu; salt marchants

A Study of The Painting Folio ‘Xu Xianqing Huan Ji Tw’
Zhu Hong

ABSTRACT: Xu Xianging Huan Ji Tu (The painting folio documenting Xu Xianqing’s career
life as an official) is a rare painting album collected in the Palace Museum . Further to Ms Yang
Lili’s thesis on it, this paper concentrates on why the 26 pictures were drawn and what they
each meant by a general study of them all. It has been found that the folio corresponds with
the poetry of Ji Yu Shi which demonstrates the events Xu Xianqing experienced in his life with
one picture to one poem. Together with those recording Xu’s glorious career life thanks to his
success in the imperial examinations and promotions in the Imperial Academy, there are some
about his daily life, many of which refer to the spirits in his dreams which later happened to
come true in his real life. This makes Xu quite out of the ordinary as a result. By the analysis
above the author holds that Xu Xianqing Ji Yu Tu Ce (The painting folio documenting Xu
Xianging’s career life and daily life) is more appropriate to title this painting folio which present
Xu’s unusual life due to the events that he occasionally encountered.

KEY WORDS: Xu Xianqging; Huan Ji Tu; Ji Yu Shi; Jingyan; Emperor Wanli( /7 )] )
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