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Future Directions of Japanese Politics — «evveeeeveneeeee Wang Xinsheng (1)
In Japanese politics due to the decline of the interest groups the rela—
tionship between voters and political parties has not yet stabilized. Be-
cause of the administrative reform the relationship between the govern—
ment and society is still changing. The relationship between the Diet
members and the bureaucrats in the policy-making process is tinged with
tension. Furthermore uncertainty about the worlds political and eco-
nomic situation influences the changes in domestic politics. Therefore
changes in government caused by the continuous political division and
reconciliation makes it difficult for the stabilization of Japanese politics.
The future of the Japanese political system will still be characterized by a
dominant party and a regime it constructs with voters” policy-orientation
determining their votes. The tendency for political parties to dominate
the policy-making process will be stronger and an organized civil society
will develop as well. Meanwhile Japan’s influence on the international
stage will be gradually weakened.

The Climate Politics in Australia since 2007 ««cceeeereeeeeeniaecnen. Ding Dou ( 18)
Since 2007 climate change has become the most important issue in
Australia’s domestic politics. It could also be viewed as an Australian in—
itiative to seek its economic transition. To a large extent the character—
istics of Australia’s parliamentary democracy have caused much frustra—
tion and caprice during the long process of seeking political consensus at
the national level. In the recently three years all of the two incumbent
Australian prime ministers and two leaders of the opposition party have
lost their political powers on the account of climate change. An early
federal election was also held because of the climate change issue.
Nonetheless the transformation of Australian climate economics will con—
tinue to progress while still being subject to these two factors—domestic
politics and international climate change negotiations.

On the Diplomatic Thought of Hunan Culture in the Late Qing Dynasty:
Historical Significance and Contemporary
Applications — ++eeeesserrsserrnanrii Zhou Qi and Li Kaisheng (32)
While the late Qing dynasty was entangled with both domestic anxieties
and foreign troubles Hunan culture with its Jingshi characteristic had
nourished a great number of thinkers and politicians who embraced their
role in foreign affairs. Due to the similar origins of their culture their



