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From Inquiry of History to Recording History: A Change in Western
Historiography from Ancient to Medieval Times

Li Longguo

Abstract Greek historians are inclined to travel widely either to visit battlefields or enquire
witnesses as well as to engage in politics and wars through which to sharpen their own understandings of
historical events. While under the Principate Roman historians residing in the capital city could obtain
almost all of the necessary information without traveling. All of these writing methods have changed when
Christian historians take up their pens. As clerics or monks they are obliged to stay around a certain
church or in a monastery so that they intend to get information mainly through reading documents and
opera or chatting with passing-by guests. This obvious transformation leads to the rising of local history
especially the history of churches and monasteries.
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