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Gregory and Early Medieval Latin Historiography

Li Longguo

Abstract The title of the historical work History of the Franks written by Gregory of Tours was
recently restored to its original one Decem Libri Historiarum. With this restoration the image of Gregory
of Tours as an author transformed from a naive recorder to a skill-erafted historian who intended to create
a new genre of historical writing. Furthermore by investigating the reception of this work in the following
two hundred years ( 600 —800 C. E) we can understand the early medieval historical tradition founded
by Gregory more thoroughly.

Key words Decem Libri Historiarum early medieval historiography sacred history

secular history

79



