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Abstract

In order to effectively divide a dialect area into subareas, we must select the appropriate number
of Linguistic items that can better reflect the geographical differences of a region. The basic work
is to draw a series of isoglosses based on the Linguistic feature maps and make a further compre-
hensive analysis. Taking Yi’'nan dialect as an example, this paper shows the process in detail and
proofs it with the clustering trees generated by MEGA software. It is pointed out that the weight of
linguistic items is a key issue for dialectal subdivision.
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Figure 1. Dialect map example cited from the Yi’nan County Gazetteers
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Figure 2. Dialect map of Yi’nan County (1)
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Figure 3. Dialect map of Yi’nan County (I1)
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Figure 4. Dialect map of Yi’nan County (1)
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Figure 5. Dialect map of Yi’nan County (V)
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Figure 6. Dialect map of Yi’nan County (V)
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Figure 7. Dialect map of Yi’nan County (VI)
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Figure 8. Dialect map of Yi’nan County (VII)
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Figure 9. Dialect map of Yi’nan County (VIII)
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Figure 10. The integrated map of isoglosses of Yi’nan dialects
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Figure 12. The cluster analysis of Yi’nan dialects based on 10 linguistic items
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Figure 14. The weighted cluster analysis of Yi’nan dialects based on 10 linguistic items
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Figure 15. Dialect areas map of Yi’nan County according to the isoglosses
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Figure 16. How to determine the dialect boundary according to a bundle of isoglosses
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Figure 17. Dialect areas map of Yi’nan County according to the isoglosses and town boundary lines
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