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Modern Chinese Literature and Its Readers

WANG Li-l
(Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Beijing University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract; This paper makes a historical study of modern Chinese literature from the view point of
reader reception. In literature before the May 4, communication betw een literature and its readers
manifests a multi-level pattern and reader reception adopts a pose of modesty. It is through® the
overflowing of the aesthetic into custom”that the M ay 4 literary revolution achieves its enlighten-
ment effects. Chinese literature in the first half of 20th century unfolds a magnificent scenery in
the hermeneutic landscape.
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