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ABSTRACTS OF MAIN ESSAYS

The Equality is a Manifestation of Justice.: A Reading of Anti-Diihring
Duan Zhongqiao

Engels indicated that the demand for equality—that all human beings or at least all citizens of a state or
all members of a society should have equal political and social status—can be deduced from the idea of the
equality of men as men. The idea of equality is a normative value judgment and is the expression of justice.
The modern demand for equality was first put forward by the bourgeoisie; the bourgeois demand for equality
only concerns the equality of political rights whereas the proletarian demand for equality concerns the
realization of social and economic equality. The real content of the proletarian demand for equality is thus a
demand for the abolition of class.

Critique of Civil Society: From Hegel to Marx
Yang Haifeng

The critique of civil society is a crucial subject in Elements of the Philosophy of Right Hegel’ s reflection
on the principles of political economy. In this work Hegel aims to reform the modern social system which is
based on individual labor and commodity exchange and to unite the development of individuals and society as
a whole. In this sense Hegel proposed a theory of the state. In his Critique of Hegel’ s Philosophy of Right
Marx realizes that it is necessary to criticize civil society. This task requires both a critique of principles and of
the original reality of political economy. In this process Marx s thought transcends the philosophy of Hegel
through a transformation from production logic to capital logic. The key to Marx” s transcendence is his attitude
towards civil society; in Hegel s view a rational state can solve the problems of civil society whereas Marx
indicates that civil society whose core is capital logic cannot solve its own problems. Therefore the unity of
fully developed and free individuals must be rebuilt on new foundations.

Royal Legitimacy and the Shang and Zhou Dynasties’ Prohibition of Alcohol
Yu Zhiping

In light of the Confucian Classics’ explanation of jiugao this paper discusses the connections among
alcohol the mandate of Heaven and royal legitimacy and how alcohol was fraught with moral and political
meanings. Due to the need for ideological control the Duke of Zhou attributed the rise and fall of dynasties to
their compliance with and violation of the alcohol prohibition. In the Shang Dynasty most of the kings and
officers had revered Heaven and respected the people and kept away from alcohol. On the contrary King
Zhou who lost himself in alcoholic and sensual pleasures incurred upon himself thousands of years’ infamy

serving as a lesson that kings should care about popular support as the basis of royal legitimacy.

The Gentleman the Ideal Personality and the Distinction and Complementarity of
Gentlemanly Culture in Confucianism and Daoism

Hong Xiuping & Sun Yiping

The gentleman as a positive personality in real life is agreed-upon by the Chinese nation as the



