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@ Lucian W. Pye, “China; Erratic State, Frustrated Society”, For-
eign Af fairs 1990(4). (China is not just another nation-state
in the family of nations. China is a civilization pretending to be a
state. The story of modern China could be described as the effort
by both Chinese and foreigners to squeeze a civilization into the
arbitrary, constraining framework of the modern state,an insti-
tutional invention that came out of the fragmentation of the
West’ s own civilization. Viewed from another perspective, the
miracle of China has been its astonishing unity. In Western
terms the China of today is as if the Europe of the Roman Em-
pire and of Charlemagne had lasted until this day and were now
trying to function as a single nationstate. )
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@ Lucian W. Pye, “China: Erratic State, Frustrated Society”, For-
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