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A Study of the Origin and Evolution of the
Chinese Buddhist Expository Commentaries

Wang Song

Abstract: The emergence of a new form of Buddhist expository commentaries,
namely the Siitra Commentaries (Jingshu) and Meaning Commentaries (Yishu)
during the Jin (265-420) as well as the Southern and Northern Dynasties (420-
589) had a strong influence on both Buddhist and Confucius scriptural exegesis,
which aroused the interest of many eminent scholars. Based on the works of
these pioneers, this paper makes improvement in the following aspects: 1. it
argues that this sort of new literary genre is rooted in India instead of China,
whose prototype is Upadesa, Matrka and Abhidharma; 2. the style of Indian
scriptural commentaries was introduced into China by translation, therefore
it discusses the translated term Treaties (Lun) and it’s Chinese imitation
Expository Commentaries (Shu); 3. Analytic Parsing (Kepan) was created by
Indian instead of Chinese; 4. expository commentaries had a great impacts on
the Chinese Buddhist doctrine.

Key WordS: shu / expository commentary; lun / treaties; kepan /

analytic parsing





