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The Editions in Zhao Jun’s
Editing System of the New Songs
from the Jade Terrace

Fu Gang”

Abstract

The article studies the editions in Zhao Jun’s editing system of the New
Songs from the Jade Terrace. The system starts with the edition that Ming Dynasty
Zhao Jun reprints from Song Dynasty Chen Yu-Fu’s edition. Many editions of
this system are published in the Qing Dynasty: Zhao Jun’s reprint edition, Feng
brothers’ proofread edition, Wu Zhao-Yi’s annotated edition, Cheng Yan’s abridged
edition, the Complete Library of the Four Treasuries edition, and Xu Nai-Chang’s
woodblock print edition. All these editions have problems, as listed below:

1. There are three versions of Zhao Jun’s reprint edition: the first version; the second
version, printed after repair of the first version’s printing plate; and the third
edition, reprinted after supplement to the second version’s printing plate. It is
necessary to clarify and mention which version is used when using them.

2. The “Song edition” mentioned in the proofread edition of the Feng Brothers—
Feng Shu and Feng Ban—does not refer to the edition they copy from: the Song
Dynasty Chen Yu-Fu’s edition, but Zhao Jun’s reprint edition.

* Professor, Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Peking University.
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3. The original edition of the Complete Library of the Four Treasuries edition is
also Zhao Jun’s edition, not Chen Yu-Fu’s edition as Ji Yun says. There are a lot
of differences between the Wen-Yuan Chamber edition and the Wen-Jin Chamber
edition, so which one of the two editions is being used should be specified.

4. Wu Zhao-Yi’s annotated edition includes two versions. The book that Wu
annotates later is Zhao Jun’s reprint edition while the one that Wu first annotates
is the edition most common in the Ming Dynasty, so the later one has some of
Ming common edition’s features. Wu’s annotated edition has never been printed.
Cheng Yan abridges it before compiling it into his abridged edition, so its original
appearance can never be seen now.

5. Xu Nai-Chang’s woodblock print edition is based on the second version of Zhao’s
edition, while the book that Xu has collected and the Peking University Library
collects now is the third version of Zhao’s edition. However, it is often mistakenly
thought in Chinese academic circles that Zhao’s second version is the basis of
Xu’s woodblock print edition, and that the differences between Zhao’s second
version and Xu’s woodblock print edition are Xu’s mistakes when he reprints the
book. Xu does not modify the content of Zhao’s second version when making the

woodblock print edition from: it.

Keywords: New Songs from the Jade Terrace, Zhao Jun, the Feng brothers,
Wu Zhao-Yi, Xu Nai-Chang
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